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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 46R Bow Road 
Historic Name: Williams - Casey House 
Uses: Present: summer cottage 


Original: summer cottage 


Date of Construction: 1917-1925 


Source: deeds, censuses 
Style/Form: none 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: masonry piers 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
2-car garage 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yes] Date: 
Acreage: 1.998 


Setting: The property is situated on a lane in a 20°"- 
century bayside cottage development. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Williams-Casey House, built ca. 1917, is a one-story wood frame summer cottage with a front gable roof and wood shingle 
siding. The front fagade contains a center entrance in a projecting vestibule flanked on one side by a single window and on the 
other by a pair of windows that are part of a sunporch recessed under the roof on the east side. There are four more pairs of 
windows and a doorway on the east side; a single window occupies a portion of wall at the rear. There are three windows at the 
front of the west side and a set of three casements added at the rear, apparently for a kitchen. A small wing is attached to the 
rear. 


The house is situated near the street front of the lot in a small clearing in an otherwise wooded two-acre parcel. A one-story 
wood frame garage with a hipped roof and hanging track doors is located east of the house. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The cottage at 46R Bow Road was probably built in 1917 on a three-acre parcel deeded to laborer George Williams by Harriet E. 
N. Higgins. Higgins and her husband Russell Snow Higgins (1826-1926) and his younger brothers Snow Young Higgins (1839- 
1917) and Alonzo K. Higgins (1846-1918) owned a great deal of land in this section of North Eastham and were seventh- 
generation descendants of Benjamin Higgins (1640-91), who settled in town by the late 1680s. In May 1911 George Williams 
was living in Wilmington when he bought his first North Eastham parcel of fifteen acres between Higgins Road and Cape Cod 
Bay, and in June 1913 Russell Higgins sold him another two acres bordered by Williams’s own land on Higgins Road. In October 
of the same year Higgins’s brother Alonzo sold two cottage lots in his 34-lot subdivision on the northwest end of Campground 
Road to Williams. Williams had a house and at least one outbuilding constructed on the two lots and sold them to Oliver Austin 
in late August 1917, about two weeks after he had acquired the three undeveloped acres on Bow Road on which he built this 
cottage.’ He may not have lived here himself, as he was documented to be living in Eastham by 1913; he may instead have built 
the Bow Road house to sell, as he had the Campground Road house. 


Almost nothing has yet been learned about George Williams before he came to Eastham. He was probably the George Williams 
of North Woburn who visited North Eastham in March 1910; a man of the same name camped in Eastham in April 1913, and he 
was living in Eastham by June that year. He might have built for himself a one-room house about this time. In 1920 Williams was 
listed as an unmarried 66-year-old farm laborer in his own household, enumerated just after the home of Russell and Harriet 
Higgins. One 1925 article described the garden he had created near “a small house which he built for himself close by” on 
Eastham’s bay side. A reporter for the Boston Transcript noted that Williams ““puts heart in flowers, proving that the lonely male 
is not as cold as he appears,” and he quoted Williams to have said, “Just to prove that bachelors have hearts | will show you,” 
and escorted the reporter to a heart-shaped bed in his garden bordered with two rows of quahog shells and planted with 
bachelor’s buttons. The Transcript noted that Williams used only seaweed from the bay to fertilize his garden, which included in 
addition to bachelor’s buttons “blossoms of every kind and color, massed in many-shaped beds outlined with rows of white 
quahaug shells. . . He does not bother to raise vegetables, or to sell his flowers; what little money he needs he earns from time 
to time.” 


A month before the Transcript published its piece on the gardener, Williams sold the three-acre Bow Road property with 
buildings to James E. Murphy.? He was living in what the Yarmouth Register described as a “one-room shack,” probably on his 
other acreage, when he was found dead in his bed one Sunday morning a few days before Christmas in 1929. At the time he 
was caretaker of the North Eastham summer home of Brookline realtor Henry C. Bell, which burned to the ground the night 


1 Robert R. Horton to George Williams, Wilmington, 20 May 1911, BCD 311:69; Russell S. Higgins to George Williams, Eastham, 14 June 
1913, BCD 330:85; Alonzo K. Higgins to George Williams, 25 October 1913, BCD 330:86; George Williams to Oliver Austin, 28 August 1917, 
BCD 352:303. The Campground Road lots are depicted on “Plan of Cottage Lots Belonging to Alonzo Higgins No. Eastham Mass,” September 
1912, BCP 2:123, revised September 1914 (BCP 4:121) and July 1931 (BCP 58:5). 
2 “Seen and Heard by Uncle Charles,” Hyannis Patriot, 30 July 1925, 2, quoted from K. K. Crosby, “Bachelor’s Buttons on Cape Cod,” Boston 
Transcript. 
3 George Williams to James E Murphy, Hartford CT, 6 June 1925, BCD 413:58. 
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before. “It was remarked at the time that Williams was not on the scene,” the Register noted. “When found Sunday his clothes 
were neatly folded on a chair. It was evident that he died while in sleep.” The newspaper added that “not much is known about 
Williams, who came here about 16 years ago and built the hut in which he lived. He is believed to have been about 80 and to 
come originally from Maine.” 


Born in Philadelphia in 1878, James E. Murphy began his working life as a postal clerk and then went to medical school. In 1912 
he was appointed resident physician at Mount Alto State Tuberculosis Sanitarium in Pennsylvania. A year later he was working 
at Wildwood Sanitarium in Newington, Connecticut, part of Hartford Hospital. It is possible that Williams had had both 46R and 
52R Bow Road (EAS.587) built on the three acres; Murphy’s 1925 deed embraces both properties. 


James E. Murphy remained at Hartford Hospital’s sanitarium until it closed in July 1939 and died in November of the same year. 
He never married, and in his will he left his Eastham properties to his brothers and half-sisters.° In December 1947 his sister 
Helen sold her one-fifth interest to her sister Kathryn’s husband, J. Donald Clair of Palisade, New Jersey, and in 1942 all of 
Murphy’s heirs sold the property to Wellfleet realtor Helmi H. Frazier. A decade later Frazier sold the properties to James E. 
Murphy’s nephew James J. Murphy of Philadelphia, who subdivided the two lots and sold 46R Bow Road seven years later to 
John J. and Alice G. Casey of Milford. The property was still in the Casey family in 2020. ® 
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The Murphy properties at 52R and 46R Bow Road are shown 


on Lots A and B, respectively, in this 1952 Murphy division. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of garage from SW. 
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